and not long after his arrival back in Australia, Captain
Denhani committed suicide.
There is no doubt that if either Britain or France had
known of the riches which lay hidden beneath those barren-
looking blue mountains they would not have been content to
settle ownership by a mere flag-hoisting race. They couldn't
know that the valleys were filled with iron and manganese,
and the mountains with nickel, chrome, copper and antimony,
and other ores not even classified in the days of Febvrier
Despointes and Captain Denham. It was just an island, and
as England had plenty of other territory in this part of the
world, she wasn't particularly troubled that France should
have grabbed this prize from under her nose.' In any case
the two countries were still allies, and Russia had to be dealt
with before they could start quarrelling over a bit of an
island like New Caledonia.
For his part in the occupation of the island, the French
Government gave Grand Chief Ven-de-Gou a pension of
125 francs a month, and the missionaries were granted
further valuable tracts of land on the mainland. Meanwhile,
the first real colonist of the island—old John Paddon—had
already been established at He Nou—opposite Noumea—for
eight years before the events just related transpired, and
not greatly worrying wrhether French or English owned the
island, as long as they didn't interfere with his trading
station.
During the early years, New Caledonia seems to have been
run almost entirely by the Marist missionaries, who rapidly
increased the power and wealth of their stations, to the
Glory of God, and the profit of the church. They didn't
have a particularly easy time of it, and many of them were
massacred, and eaten before the natives were finally pacified.
The hostility which the natives showed towards the Marists,
is all the more surprising considering the friendly attitude
they had adopted towards the earlier white visitors to the
island. Some writers even suggest that the missionaries were
the chief causes of the many revolts during the first fifty
years of the French occupation.

